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SECRET STATE 086351 

NODIS 

FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY HARTMAN ONLY EROM THE SECRETARY 

E.O. lI652:XGDS-3 

TAGS:PFOR, WB, GE, US, UK, FR, UR 

SUBJECT: SOVIET NOTE ON ALLIED PATROLS IN EAST BERLIN 

1 . 1 AGREE THAT IT IS IMPORTANT TO DISCUSS THE SOVIET 
NOTE WITH OUR ALLIES BEFORE SENDING A RESPONSE. YOU 
ARE AUTHORIZED TO DISCUSS THE SUBJECT WITH THE 
POLITICAL DIRECTORS AND TO INEORM THEM OF OUR PLANNED 
RESPONSE WHICH IS TRANSMITTED BELOW. 

2. TEXT OF PLANNED RESPONSE IS AS EOLLOWS: 

BEGIN TEXT: 

A. THE DEPARTMENT OE STATE HAS STUDIED THE SOVIET NOTE 
OF APRIL 15, 1977 CONCERNING THE MATTER OF ENTRY INTO 
THE EASTERN SECTOR OE BERLIN BY ALLIED ELAG VEHICLES. 
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B. THE DEPARTMENT IS GRATIEIED TO NOTE THAT THE SOVIET 
UNION WISHES TO CONTINUE CONTACTS ON BERLIN MATTERS 
ON A BUSINESSLIKE BASIS AND THAT THE SOVIET SIDE 
DESIRES TO AVOID MISUNDERSTANDINGS AND DEBATES OVER 
QUESTIONS PERTAINING TO THE RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
OF THE ALLIED POWERS IN BERLIN. THE UNITED STATES 
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CONTINUES TO BELIEVE THAT ONLY THROUGH MUTUAL RESPECT 
OE THESE RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES CAN THE IMPORTANT 
PROGRESS WHICH HAS BEEN ACHIEVED IN REDUCING TENSIONS IN 
BERLIN AND CENTRAL EUROPE SINCE SIGNATURE OE THE 
QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENT BE MAINTAINED. FOR ITS PART, 

THE UNITED STATES REMAINS DETERMINED TO ENSURE THAT THE 
RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF ALL OF THE FOUR POWERS 
IN BERLIN ARE RESPECTED AND THAT OUTSIDE PARTIES NOT 
BE ALLOWED TO INTEREERE WITH THESE IMPORTANT RIGHTS. 

THE DEPARTMENT HOPES THAT THE SOVIET SIDE WILL ADOPT A 
SIMILAR ATTITUDE. 

C. THE DEPARTMENT OE STATE WISHES TO TAKE THIS OPPOR- 
TUNITY TO CONFIRM ITS UNDERSTANDING THAT THESE RIGHTS 
AND RESPONSIBILITIES AND THE CORRESPONDING RELATED 
QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENTS, DECISIONS AND PRACTICES WERE 
CONEIRMED BY THE QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENT ON BERLIN OE 
SEPTEMBER 3, 1971 AND BY THE QUADRIPARTITE DECLARATION 
OE NOVEMBER 9, 1972. THE UNITED STATES INTERPRETS 

THESE DOCUMENTS AS CONEIRMING THE QUADRIPARTITE LEGAL 
BASIS EOR EXISTING PRACTICES IN BERLIN, INCLUDING TOURS 
IN THE EASTERN SECTOR BY ALLIED ELAG VEHICLES AND 
SIMILAR ENTRY INTO THE WESTERN SECTORS BY ELAG VEHICLES 
OE THE SOVIET UNION. 

D. CONCERNING THE SOVIET ASSERTION THAT TOURS BY ALLIED 
ELAG VEHICLES ARE UNNECESSARY ANNOYANCE TO THE AUTH- 
ORITIES AND LOCAL POPULATION IN THE EASTERN SECTOR OE 
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BERLIN AND THAT SUCH TOURS SHOULD BE REDUCED GRADUALLY, 

THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE WISHES TO POINT OUT THAT THE 
PRESENCE OE ELAG VEHICLES OE EACH OE THE EOUR POWERS 
IN THE RESPECTIVE SECTORS OE BERLIN IS AN INTEGRAL 
PART OF THE EXISTING SITUATION IN BERLIN. TOURS BY 
VEHICLES OF THE WESTERN POWERS ARE CONDUCTED UNOBTRUSIVELY 
AND ARE NO MORE AN ANNOYANCE TO THE POPULATION OP THE 
EASTERN SECTOR THAN ARE THE MORE THAN PORTY SOVIET 
ELAG VEHICLES WHICH ENTER THE WESTERN SECTORS EVERY 
WEEK, AN ANNOYANCE TO THE WEST BERLINERS. THE IMPORTANCE 
OP THESE TOURS IS NOT RELATED TO POLICE PUNCTIONS, AS 
THE SOVIET SIDE SUGGESTS, BUT TO THEIR ROLE IN DEMON- 
STRATING THAT THE POUR POWERS REMAIN RESPONSIBLE EOR 
ALL OP GREATER BERLIN. GIVEN THE CONTINUING EFPORTS 
BY THE GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC TO QUESTION THESE 
RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES, THE SOVIET SIDE WILL UNDER- 
STAND THE IMPORTANCE THE THREE POWERS ATTACH TO THE 
MAINTENANCE OP THE TOURS. 
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E. IN THE DEPARTMENT'S VIEW, IT WOULD BE MOST 
UNFORTUNATE AT THIS CRITICAL POINT IN EAST-WEST 
RELATIONS TO RAISE ISSUES IN BERLIN WHICH COULD AFFECT 
THE DELICATE BALANCE WHICH HAS BEEN ACHIEVED THERE. 

THE STABILITY ACHIEVED BY THE QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENT 
ON BERLIN DURING THE PAST FIVE YEARS HAS SERVED THE 
CAUSE OF PEACE THROUGHOUT EUROPE. ANY QUESTIONING BY 
EITHER SIDE OF THE LONG-STANDING ARRANGEMENTS IN BERLIN, 
INCLUDING TOURS BY FLAG VEHICLES OF THE WESTERN 
ALLIES IN THE EASTERN SECTOR OF BERLIN, COULD HAVE 
DISTURBING EFFECTS ON THE OVERALL SITUATION WHICH WOULD 
BE IN THE INTEREST OF NEITHER SIDE. 

F. THE DEPARTMENT OFSTATE SHARES THE DESIRE OF THE 
SOVIET SIDE TO AVOID UNNECESSARY ATTENTION TO THE MATTER 
OF TOURS BY FLAG VEHICLES OF THE WESTERN ALLIES IN 

THE EASTERN SECTOR OF BERLIN. HOWEVER, THE SOVIET 
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SIDE SHOULD BE AWARE THAT THE UNITED STATES IS 
DETERMINED TO ENSURE THAT THIS IMPORTANT ASPECT OF THE 
SITUATION WHICH HAS DEVELOPED IN BERLIN IS NOT ALTERED. 

END TEXT 
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NODIS 

WH FOR DR. BREZINZSKI 

FOL REPEAT STATE 86351 ACTION LONDON DTD 18 APR. 

QUOTE 

SECRET STATE 086351 

NODIS 

FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY HARTMAN ONLY FROM THE SECRETARY 

E.O. 11652:XGDS-3 

TAGS:PFOR, WB, GE, US, UK, FR, UR 

SUBJECT: SOVIET NOTE ON ALLIED PATROLS IN EAST BERLIN 

1 . 1 AGREE THAT IT IS IMPORTANT TO DISCUSS THE SOVIET 
NOTE WITH OUR ALLIES BEFORE SENDING A RESPONSE. YOU 
ARE AUTHORIZED TO DISCUSS THE SUBJECT WITH THE 
POLITICAL DIRECTORS AND TO INFORM THEM OF OUR PLANNED 
RESPONSE WHICH IS TRANSMITTED BELOW. 
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2. TEXT OF PLANNED RESPONSE IS AS FOLLOWS: 

BEGIN TEXT: 

A. THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE HAS STUDIED THE SOVIET NOTE 
OF APRIL 15, 1977 CONCERNING THE MATTER OF ENTRY INTO 
THE EASTERN SECTOR OF BERLIN BY ALLIED FLAG VEHICLES. 

B. THE DEPARTMENT IS GRATIFIED TO NOTE THAT THE SOVIET 
UNION WISHES TO CONTINUE CONTACTS ON BERLIN MATTERS 
ON A BUSINESSLIKE BASIS AND THAT THE SOVIET SIDE 
DESIRES TO AVOID MISUNDERSTANDINGS AND DEBATES OVER 
QUESTIONS PERTAINING TO THE RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
OF THE ALLIED POWERS IN BERLIN. THE UNITED STATES 

CONTINUES TO BELIEVE THAT ONLY THROUGH MUTUAL RESPECT 
OF THESE RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES CAN THE IMPORTANT 
PROGRESS WHICH HAS BEEN ACHIEVED IN REDUCING TENSIONS IN 
BERLIN AND CENTRAL EUROPE SINCE SIGNATURE OF THE 
QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENT BE MAINTAINED. FOR ITS PART, 

THE UNITED STATES REMAINS DETERMINED TO ENSURE THAT THE 
RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF ALL OF THE FOUR POWERS 
IN BERLIN ARE RESPECTED AND THAT OUTSIDE PARTIES NOT 
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BE ALLOWED TO INTERLERE WITH THESE IMPORTANT RIGHTS. 

THE DEPARTMENT HOPES THAT THE SOVIET SIDE WILL ADOPT A 
SIMILAR ATTITUDE. 

C. THE DEPARTMENT OE STATE WISHES TO TAKE THIS OPPOR- 
TUNITY TO CONEIRM ITS UNDERSTANDING THAT THESE RIGHTS 
AND RESPONSIBILITIES AND THE CORRESPONDING RELATED 
QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENTS, DECISIONS AND PRACTICES WERE 
CONEIRMED BY THE QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENT ON BERLIN OE 
SEPTEMBER 3, 1971 AND BY THE QUADRIPARTITE DECLARATION 
OE NOVEMBER 9, 1972. THE UNITED STATES INTERPRETS 

THESE DOCUMENTS AS CONEIRMING THE QUADRIPARTITE LEGAL 
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BASIS EOR EXISTING PRACTICES IN BERLIN, INCLUDING TOURS 
IN THE EASTERN SECTOR BY ALLIED ELAG VEHICLES AND 
SIMILAR ENTRY INTO THE WESTERN SECTORS BY ELAG VEHICLES 
OE THE SOVIET UNION. 

D. CONCERNING THE SOVIET ASSERTION THAT TOURS BY ALLIED 
ELAG VEHICLES ARE UNNECESSARY ANNOYANCE TO THE AUTH- 
ORITIES AND LOCAL POPULATION IN THE EASTERN SECTOR OE 
BERLIN AND THAT SUCH TOURS SHOULD BE REDUCED GRADUALLY, 

THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE WISHES TO POINT OUT THAT THE 
PRESENCE OE FLAG VEHICLES OE EACH OE THE LOUR POWERS 

IN THE RESPECTIVE SECTORS OE BERLIN IS AN INTEGRAL 
PART OF THE EXISTING SITUATION IN BERLIN. TOURS BY 
VEHICLES OF THE WESTERN POWERS ARE CONDUCTED UNOBTRUSIVELY 
AND ARE NO MORE AN ANNOYANCE TO THE POPULATION OP THE 
EASTERN SECTOR THAN ARE THE MORE THAN PORTY SOVIET 
ELAG VEHICLES WHICH ENTER THE WESTERN SECTORS EVERY 
WEEK, AN ANNOYANCE TO THE WEST BERLINERS. THE IMPORTANCE 
OP THESE TOURS IS NOT RELATED TO POLICE PUNCTIONS, AS 
THE SOVIET SIDE SUGGESTS, BUT TO THEIR ROLE IN DEMON- 
STRATING THAT THE POUR POWERS REMAIN RESPONSIBLE EOR 
ALL OP GREATER BERLIN. GIVEN THE CONTINUING EFPORTS 
BY THE GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC TO QUESTION THESE 
RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES, THE SOVIET SIDE WILL UNDER- 
STAND THE IMPORTANCE THE THREE POWERS ATTACH TO THE 
MAINTENANCE OP THE TOURS. 

E. IN THE DEPARTMENT'S VIEW, IT WOULD BE MOST 
UNPORTUNATE AT THIS CRITICAL POINT IN EAST-WEST 
RELATIONS TO RAISE ISSUES IN BERLIN WHICH COULD APFECT 
THE DELICATE BALANCE WHICH HAS BEEN ACHIEVED THERE. 

THE STABILITY ACHIEVED BY THE QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENT 
ON BERLIN DURING THE PAST LIVE YEARS HAS SERVED THE 
CAUSE OF PEACE THROUGHOUT EUROPE. ANY QUESTIONING BY 
EITHER SIDE OP THE LONG-STANDING ARRANGEMENTS IN BERLIN, 
INCLUDING TOURS BY FLAG VEHICLES OF THE WESTERN 
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ALLIES IN THE EASTERN SECTOR OF BERLIN, COULD HAVE 
DISTURBING EEFECTS ON THE OVERALL SITUATION WHICH WOULD 
BE IN THE INTEREST OF NEITHER SIDE. 

F. THE DEPARTMENT OFSTATE SHARES THE DESIRE OE THE 
SOVIET SIDE TO AVOID UNNECESSARY ATTENTION TO THE MATTER 
OF TOURS BY FLAG VEHICLES OF THE WESTERN ALLIES IN 
THE EASTERN SECTOR OE BERLIN. HOWEVER, THE SOVIET 
SIDE SHOULD BE AWARE THAT THE UNITED STATES IS 
DETERMINED TO ENSURE THAT THIS IMPORTANT ASPECT OE THE 
SITUATION WHICH HAS DEVELOPED IN BERLIN IS NOT ALTERED. 

END TEXT 
VANCE 

UNQUOTE VANCE 
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FOL REPEAT STATE 86351 ACTION LONDON DTD 18 APR. 

QUOTE 

SECRET STATE 086351 

NODIS 

FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY HARTMAN ONLY EROM THE SECRETARY 

E.O. 11652:XGDS-3 

TAGS:PFOR, WB, GE, US, UK, FR, UR 

SUBJECT: SOVIET NOTE ON ALLIED PATROLS IN EAST BERLIN 

1 . 1 AGREE THAT IT IS IMPORTANT TO DISCUSS THE SOVIET 
NOTE WITH OUR ALLIES BEFORE SENDING A RESPONSE. YOU 
SECRET 
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ARE AUTHORIZED TO DISCUSS THE SUBJECT WITH THE 
POLITICAL DIRECTORS AND TO INEORM THEM OF OUR PLANNED 
RESPONSE WHICH IS TRANSMITTED BELOW. 

2. TEXT OF PLANNED RESPONSE IS AS EOLLOWS: 

BEGIN TEXT: 

A. THE DEPARTMENT OE STATE HAS STUDIED THE SOVIET NOTE 
OF APRIL 15, 1977 CONCERNING THE MATTER OF ENTRY INTO 
THE EASTERN SECTOR OE BERLIN BY ALLIED ELAG VEHICLES. 

B. THE DEPARTMENT IS GRATIFIED TO NOTE THAT THE SOVIET 
UNION WISHES TO CONTINUE CONTACTS ON BERLIN MATTERS 
ON A BUSINESSLIKE BASIS AND THAT THE SOVIET SIDE 
DESIRES TO AVOID MISUNDERSTANDINGS AND DEBATES OVER 
QUESTIONS PERTAINING TO THE RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
OF THE ALLIED POWERS IN BERLIN. THE UNITED STATES 

CONTINUES TO BELIEVE THAT ONLY THROUGH MUTUAL RESPECT 
OF THESE RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES CAN THE IMPORTANT 
PROGRESS WHICH HAS BEEN ACHIEVED IN REDUCING TENSIONS IN 
BERLIN AND CENTRAL EUROPE SINCE SIGNATURE OF THE 
QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENT BE MAINTAINED. EOR ITS PART, 

THE UNITED STATES REMAINS DETERMINED TO ENSURE THAT THE 
RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OE ALL OE THE EOUR POWERS 
IN BERLIN ARE RESPECTED AND THAT OUTSIDE PARTIES NOT 
BE ALLOWED TO INTERFERE WITH THESE IMPORTANT RIGHTS. 

THE DEPARTMENT HOPES THAT THE SOVIET SIDE WILL ADOPT A 
SIMILAR ATTITUDE. 
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C. THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE WISHES TO TAKE THIS OPPOR- 
TUNITY TO CONFIRM ITS UNDERSTANDING THAT THESE RIGHTS 
AND RESPONSIBILITIES AND THE CORRESPONDING RELATED 
QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENTS, DECISIONS AND PRACTICES WERE 
CONFIRMED BY THE QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENT ON BERLIN OF 
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SEPTEMBER 3, 1971 AND BY THE QUADRIPARTITE DECLARATION 
OF NOVEMBER 9, 1972. THE UNITED STATES INTERPRETS 
THESE DOCUMENTS AS CONFIRMING THE QUADRIPARTITE LEGAL 
BASIS FOR EXISTING PRACTICES IN BERLIN, INCLUDING TOURS 
IN THE EASTERN SECTOR BY AT .T IED FLAG VEHICLES AND 
SIMILAR ENTRY INTO THE WESTERN SECTORS BY FLAG VEHICLES 
OF THE SOVIET UNION. 

D. CONCERNING THE SOVIET ASSERTION THAT TOURS BY ALLIED 
FLAG VEHICLES ARE UNNECESSARY ANNOYANCE TO THE AUTH- 
ORITIES AND LOCAL POPULATION IN THE EASTERN SECTOR OF 
BERLIN AND THAT SUCH TOURS SHOULD BE REDUCED GRADUALLY, 

THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE WISHES TO POINT OUT THAT THE 
PRESENCE OF FLAG VEHICLES OF EACH OF THE FOUR POWERS 

IN THE RESPECTIVE SECTORS OF BERLIN IS AN INTEGRAL 
PART OF THE EXISTING SITUATION IN BERLIN. TOURS BY 
VEHICLES OF THE WESTERN POWERS ARE CONDUCTED UNOBTRUSIVELY 
AND ARE NO MORE AN ANNOYANCE TO THE POPULATION OF THE 
EASTERN SECTOR THAN ARE THE MORE THAN FORTY SOVIET 
FLAG VEHICLES WHICH ENTER THE WESTERN SECTORS EVERY 
WEEK, AN ANNOYANCE TO THE WEST BERLINERS. THE IMPORTANCE 
OF THESE TOURS IS NOT RELATED TO POLICE FUNCTIONS, AS 
THE SOVIET SIDE SUGGESTS, BUT TO THEIR ROLE IN DEMON- 
STRATING THAT THE FOUR POWERS REMAIN RESPONSIBLE FOR 
ALL OF GREATER BERLIN. GIVEN THE CONTINUING EFFORTS 
BY THE GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC TO QUESTION THESE 
RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES, THE SOVIET SIDE WILL UNDER- 
STAND THE IMPORTANCE THE THREE POWERS ATTACH TO THE 
MAINTENANCE OF THE TOURS. 

E. IN THE DEPARTMENT'S VIEW, IT WOULD BE MOST 
UNFORTUNATE AT THIS CRITICAL POINT IN EAST-WEST 
RELATIONS TO RAISE ISSUES IN BERLIN WHICH COULD AFFECT 
THE DELICATE BALANCE WHICH HAS BEEN ACHIEVED THERE. 

THE STABILITY ACHIEVED BY THE QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENT 
ON BERLIN DURING THE PAST FIVE YEARS HAS SERVED THE 
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CAUSE OF PEACE THROUGHOUT EUROPE. ANY QUESTIONING BY 
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EITHER SIDE OE THE LONG-STANDING ARRANGEMENTS IN BERLIN, 
INCLUDING TOURS BY FLAG VEHICLES OF THE WESTERN 
ALLIES IN THE EASTERN SECTOR OE BERLIN, COULD HAVE 
DISTURBING EFEECTS ON THE OVERALL SITUATION WHICH WOULD 
BE IN THE INTEREST OF NEITHER SIDE. 

E. THE DEPARTMENT OESTATE SHARES THE DESIRE OF THE 
SOVIET SIDE TO AVOID UNNECESSARY ATTENTION TO THE MATTER 
OE TOURS BY ELAG VEHICLES OE THE WESTERN ALLIES IN 
THE EASTERN SECTOR OF BERLIN. HOWEVER, THE SOVIET 
SIDE SHOULD BE AWARE THAT THE UNITED STATES IS 
DETERMINED TO ENSURE THAT THIS IMPORTANT ASPECT OF THE 
SITUATION WHICH HAS DEVELOPED IN BERLIN IS NOT ALTERED. 

END TEXT 
VANE 

UNQUOTE VANCE 


SECRET 


NNN 
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